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For the John F. Kennedy Library 


BROOKS : This is a recording by Ambassador Chester Bowles. 

It is taking place on February 2, 1965, at 17 

Ratendone Road, New Delhi, India. At this time, 
Mr. Bowles is Ambassador of the United States to India. The 
interlocutor during this recording will be Robert R. R. 
Brooks, Chief Cultural Affairs Officer of the U.S. Information 
service in India, a long-time friend and associate of the 
Ambassador. Mr. Bowles, when did you first meet President 
Kennedy. 


BOWLES: The first time I remember meeting him was at the 
Democratic Convention in Hartford in 1954. He 
appeared as the keynote speaker at the Democratic 

Convention that year. Although I probably met him before 

that, I do not recall it. I do remember very clearly his 

coming to the Convention with his beautiful wife, Jackie, 
and making a very great impression upon everyone. He was, 
of course, particularly noticed because he was a fast- ~rising 
political figure in the adjoining state of Massachusetts 

and well-known in Connecticut. 


BROOKS : Did you knew him when you were in Congress? Did 
you ever work together with him during that period? 


.38- 


BOWLES : Well, I think your impression to some degree is 
Correct although all we have taken into account so 
far is the fact that during the 1950's a concept of 

foreign affairs had been built up by the liberal wing of the 

Democratic Party which included thoughtful attention to the 

developing areas. Part of this concern was misguided pecause 

there was a feeling that 1f you put money into the developing 
areas, everything would progress by itself. Nevertheless, 

a general foreign policy approach had been built up. It was 

fought out in the Democratic Policy Committee under Paul 

Butler. It was expressed in the Democratic platform, and it 

was expressed by people like Humphrey, Stevenson, myself, and 

others who made a great many Speeches and wrote a great deal 
on tiie subject. It was also expressed by Kennedy himself. if 
much of this sounds like Kennedy reacting to situations, he 
was, in a sense, reacting to the policies and attitudes of 
mind to whichhe had himself contributed as a kind of a Demo- 

Cratic Party, or liberal Democratic Party, approach to for- 

eign affairs. 

Kennedv, however, went far beyond that. I think two or 
three of the most important things he did included his speech 
at the UN in Sentember 1961, which was a great speech in 
wnich he reached cut for peace in a very vigorous and boid 
way at a time when it would have been very easy to crawl into 
our nuclear shell, glare at everybody, and say that the 
Russians were making such initiatives unprofitable. Second, 
a year later, when he won the Cuban encounter with Khrushchev, 
he was very skillful and very careful in leaving the way open 
for future negotiations. He wanted to use this opportunity 
not only to teach the Russians a lesson but also to advance 
the cause of peace by proving to the world, te Khrushchev 
and to the American people, that you just could not continue 
down this path of confrontaticn and counterconfrcntation 
without something very ugly happening sooner or later. 
Thirdly, he took the initiative in his speech at American 
University in 1963 by speaking out affirmatively once again 
for an end to the cold war, or at least at an easing of the 
Gifficulties that divided the world. 


BROOKS : It might be helpful if we shifted now from more 
general topics to the question of your own personal 
relationship with President Kennedy. I wonder if 


ἐφ 


* 


—_ a 
we 


* 


4 
ν᾿ πὰ ΣΝ 
ως ὦ oti 


_ 
Η 


ra 


land 
> 


Ω, 
oa 


f 


7 


ie 2 
ey co 
Ana 
“εἶ ete at 


- 

—_ 

it aie 
ἕω... 
te, 
a 


- 


nave 
ir 


ae 
- 


oe a 
abe 


9 mod 


- 


εἰ, 


3 


Ε 


9Sstowe 
: ¢ 


“Δ 

oo 

--- ἂν 
NAA 


-- al eee 


+ 
" 
τῶν 


.. 


= 


7 
ΖΕ 


ΟΡ 


= 


“ἃ 
“ὦ i 
“τ 
ae ὧν "π͵ μα “-ρ 


a 
20 
wa kara 


ΟἿἋΒ 
cr 
SiO 


Se 
n= 
os 


at 


γει 
πὶ 


an" 
oe τὴς oe 
ἁ 


wt 


months 
in, 
Ο τιν 


- 


LOW 
ΤᾺ 
85 50: 


ῳ 


a 


~ Fe 
-- 
es 
—_ 


«Ὁ 
a 
a. Sor 

τ 


A 


Dob 


—, 
—_ 


cm 


™ 


in 
9 
7 


_ 


OLS we 


—— wur 
e ‘oly 


* 


iad luncn 
Mell, no, 
So when see 


ΓᾺ 


- 
*- 


on 7 
LOL 


- 


oLute 


wo Gays, 30 


-_ 
" 
ΓᾺ 
had 


Qn 
's 8 


days 


μι ΠΩ Ζ5 
πα Ne 
om 


t 


΄ 
᾿ 


ing 2 
a 


+. 
a ow 
* 

V0 
As 


=r 
uw * 


—_ 
ue 
— 
! 
_ 


ie ἂν 


Overmmeen 
τ 
om Ὁ 


ΓΤ 1’ 
“7 BG 


OW 
SO 


7 on 
ed 


from h 
e 


aM © 


οἱ 


τ 
Oy 
ἴω" ie te 


i: 2 dan 
is converseti 


ris! 
th 


e 


- 


OmEewner 


Fae} 
a 


ῳ 


hai 


" 


ot 


Η͂ 


e developments 


be 
u 


du 
_ 


~100- 


ZeNCras 


— 


put 


ams 


eae 


‘dt 


of our work was 


- 


wv 


«- 


ad 


a 

mos 
len 
ane 


> 
a 
Lv 


δ 


- 


* 


| 
W2S5 as 


Μ 


ΞΘ ΟΟΥΕΞ OTS 


72 


“Αια 


ιν 
é 


ῳ 


OcSse--Wwas 


OW o 


~~ 


“5 


5] 
n 
v 


Cc 


+f 
hm 
ῳω 


Tr 


ae 
oe 


~~ 
eho 


. 


autho: 


= 


ταῦτα ἀρ 


wr 
᾿ 
she 


+ 


i 


hos 


Wahl 

ee 
Wi! 

Lo 


Girectly seme 


- 


Tu 


O'BRI 


tine 


connected 
and went 


(ἢ μι. 4 
Ved ὦ τ 
Gogh 42> αἱ 
Ὁ <i WH Ρ» 
ad st 
ho μὲ] “εὐ 
‘rf oO «Ἔ 
(ὦ ay 1 9 
qd - 
M44 63 
fore 0) 
49 8 O 42 
1, 59 
re 
iS Oo Oo 
Ο εἰ we q 
1} GH 4 
, [12.9.90 
Oo Ι 
Ὁ ἢ ὁ 
tM & 9.» 
ie t 
OW cf @ 
or ὦ a 
7 a a 
τὶ td η εὖ ἃ 
“ef aU 4? 
φι τη ζι 
45. Qieef al 
a f4 42 
C7 PG ἃ πὶ 
4 a αἱ 
a Ft (ἃ 
τ C$ 
eh b> SQ) 
ro 4) > 
+ St αἃ 
fd τὶ oY 
qo 
Win 01 πὶ 
ΙΝ: a) ft πὶ : 
“ἢ ΝΣ “rf ΜΆ 
VU %41 O 
A= x 
Ce +f rab] 
un) in 12 
4) ῃ O QO 
Of) cb Sy 
1 Εἴ «Ὁ 
Ord ΓᾺ 
oo) 
oa αὐ oo 
(μι “ἡ 
0} 6) 
A, γ- {2 
Δ α0 SA 
uM > O 
oO w 
fad by 
Ww a α 
Oe ΠῚ 
{> a) 
gag 
t ι if cM 
= 49 4p 


o 
one} 


- 
- 
1 


- 


ne most 


1 
ῳ 


nders, and 


3 


υ 


syn 
2 sma 


oi 
and ro 


-- 
_ 


y 


-' 


- 
ῳ 


. 


QO Cease 


n 
Was sor 


ar 


+ 


- 


Ὶ 


in only two or 


n2ve 


- 
ῳ 


7 


—_ 


αν ΜΒ.) 4 
35. 


an 


2 


Saw ἃ 
LOS 


‘Ww .- 
in 
-- tothe 


, os 
+ 


ti1270N 


vac? % 
~res 


+ 
_ 
--ς 


— 
‘ 
t 
“ὅπ 


me 


tad 
1 
wares 


y 


ZGENT « 
ww 


me 8 
OVerrS 


— 


"; 


was 


Ο 50 
Vitae 


“A 
— 


Ἵ 


- 


ast 
n 


ate «ἢ, ἂν. 
- 


Ἕ 


Vie 
4 
wien. 


=~. 


Cd 


‘ 
, 


Cuba. 
O'BR 
around 


~101- 


ὃ 
rf aw 
wt) 
ove a fa | 
© 
sear | 
(1 ὦ 
Ww .O 
δ 
ho ἃ) 
᾿" 
ὸ ef 
a 
3 δἰ 
qd) 
UG 
ay ὁ. 
©) 
42 
+f @ 
Ae: 
mi 
a 
vy τὶ 
10 
wm Ww 
<i αἱ 
4 
“- 
«13 ΕΊ 
sr te 
Ὁ Εἰ 
chord 
αἱ τ 
4° £ 
qa ὦ 
#1 ὦ 
6) 
4g 
C 
are 
wf 
4 = 
ἄ 
ΝΣ 
τ 
mm 
ren) 
© 


7am 
7 Tf 
i ah 


it 
yo ὦ 


an 
ῳ te be 


we 
oo 
Le 


are 


4 “f* ea et a 
27 “5 she ἘΣ Θ 


-- 


ems 


i 
te2 ὁ 


e're on 


WwW 


bay OS 


- 


oved ¢ 


ae | 
ὋΣ 


1t 


φι 
rg 
qa) 
re ted 
ted “| rat 
mM τι a 
ne) Ἂν 
om a 
ει τσ Gy 
οι ὦ) 
49 AX, o 
ἢ 11...» 
0 oO Oo 
τὸ τὶ Ὁ bp 
rf QO ¢ 
M = sted 
ΩΣ ed [4] 
ted om bo 
ide 
a ὦ 
2% FE fe 
hay Ο as 
4) ΓΙ 4) 
fafa & 
; 
a $41 a) 
Siecle £ 
42 fra 40 τ 
om 
Ub) 4) (ἡ 
or ds a 
ce ra | 
Qo In Oo 
4° © @) 49 
t G4 ft 
as 8) 
ct 4] ~ 
ltt bp | 
[Φ] f.4 ekg 
ho qd) οἱ 
fr ay τὰ 
wow 2 Ὁ 
ΓΙ ed 
9 9% 
ε:" co 
= 4) ‘rf 
τοὶ Qs 
nt orl 
t ny αἱ G4 
οἷ “« Ω or | 
2) at at] rf 
“aA ὦ Ὁ 
rt τ i. 
rte. τὴ ot 
aj os a | 
0vreorn, G4 
enn 
τ loa 
gi xc! 
a’ ὦ 
rH bp [ἢ OS 
Ho od 
φ Hy 2 Ὁ 
mre} 
raf ™ oO 
sh oO ἢὦ 


AD 
fy οὗ 
4 G4 ἢ rs 
or 4.0 Ο 
Gy ἃ O 
42 fe ἃ 40 
φ. [ἢ 
43 ἃὯὃ EF a 
vj ἢ {2 4, 
W oO woof ἃ 
μ᾿ (69. ,() 
υ "| 
Oo o4 6 ἃ Ὁ 
ες αἹ τἰ a 9 
rd [7 "εἰ 
2 ΕἸ ΤῸ a 
CGC. τ Ὁ ἣν 
4 τὰ αἱ 
εἶ Ww eh) ci 
uw i fy 
ae cj “4- 
Οπὸ- 
woos si ss 
δ om O ab | 
rt ty 0 
7; a |) re on ©) 
+ [ἢ 5] 
Oo @ fs ™ 
‘rf 6p Ch Ww ἃ 
42 ὦ Lo 4 uf 
ao ’ 
Ω) σα τ 
wel 7) Ο a 
oo an 42 τὺ ὦ 
αν. ( Cf} 
- abuet εἰ 
Q =P ὦ 
.2 49 “πἰἴ ἢ 
ῳ rity 
QO O aj 
2 CRS 9 " 
ἥ 
4? by mend ced 
ty α) 
a) ὦ} r-} -- 
fs Ἢ πῇ ἢ 
Wet τ gf oO 
rf O αἱ 4 
(ed e) a 
τι πα ὦ 
Me wea 
το fr tf 
a? ΟΦ 
ak 8 wy 
4) ets fg} 
Xa as cf αἱ 
4 ΡΥ τ ς! 
ho . ὦ 9 
* > Oi) fi 
45. «ΤΡ 4 1 
t\) a fit 
“io” zi a) 69 
Hort st EL ς 
mid) σὰς rl 
ci ἃ te! γι] 
> Ww ὦ 
τι 44 ἢ cd ow 
= O WM 4 & 


ι 


J 


eam Garrr 
- δι Ὡμ ὧν ὅσαι ἂν πὰ παῖ 


>= 


2 ea “ὦ ΤῸ ϑ 


4 
ot 


* 
~ ᾿ 
4) Ἢ ἃν τὸ ὃρ 
fl O ὦ "εἰ 
“ed ΔΗ ὦ 
5 Uor{ δ! 
a) 5 QO 
ΕἾ ἢ Ὁ oa οὐ 
οΟ- od 
4, bot FY 
a τ 
to 4) Εἰ [9] 
§; fie " 
‘rd © fel +42 ε! 
fis} uw ᾳ 
[6] asf 
Db ὁ οἱ 
oa τι 
εἰ gcd ὦ 
oO es “1 
het Od 4) a 
42 Shed ὦ Cf 
a αἱ q) 
. ἔπ uw Oo «τ 
ry aj 43 
om @ 
τοὶ im (Ὁ κ« 
au oad & 0 
© 45 we ‘rd e 
tw ΝΕ Ο 
‘rf Ὁ Δ ΜΗ ὦ 
Ξ 19 Ἢ 4 
τὰ a 
uw © εἰ 4S 
ἊΣ - S 
Ἃ ὦ }--] 
4) «ἢ στὰ Ke 
G2 40. fA 4° 
Wm eer 
g) fxd pz a ie 
Oda ἢ δ 
ὰ ke 
be εἰ ἃ f 
be ᾳ wv oc) 
hy [1 τὶ ed 
-- ef πὶ on 
om 1 Ὁ 
af O QO 4 
δ ἀν ἐς τὶ 
more} Cy 4) 
κα Wo gp & 
ει Hog 
a τ FL a 
a ἃ (ἢ fy yet 
Moun by 
f4 42 
wm 40 q) A 
4) " qo" 
Si oct bets 
a αἱ , wT} 
(2 gc; ob τ' 
q - 
ae ole 
4 
Ἧς ἡ μι εἰ 


φι 
¢ 
πὶ ct 
Cc Ἧ 
« “σι fa 
a? 4> oa 
es er d) 
Ξ ἔ Sa) 
wd Ἢ 
4> cf 
Neel MW QD 
1 a 
fy 4 ry 
wv Ὁ 
betel of 
Ae «ἢ «Τὰ 
rf 
foe Ma 
ῃῃ at ἢ 
ao gg aod 
wy O 139 eA 
{ 
43 « πὸ 4 
τὸ Oc 
OW mse 
fy 
“ @ ἢ fy 
qd) ts t-1 Oo 
υἹ 4 
ed Oy 
‘zs €o « [ςἡ 
Re wet ay 
a st Fa, 
+ oO 
ae ΐ 
O td Η γε 
Ie) fet 
Fy κα [] 
mo 0 44 & 
Ei ΓΟ 
“ἢ a 
j> fs db 3 
aj ty ... 
a sm «rl 
ι ἃ τὴ G4 
Merd τ O 
( rf 
word (Ὁ) 
σι ὦ fa 
tM Chord τὰ 
ai er 4 «1» 
a ‘el oo 
2 fy Ge 
Som Rt 
αἰ τ wow 
Η Ο 5. ed 
ry U} oO 
ἢ ey st 
Et ch ay fz 
qa 
“ἢ a) 
. σι (ἃ 
I> 44 O 4 
Oo oOo τη 
cf q) "Ὁ 
rl 4 ct αὶ 
QO 0 ὦ “| 
EY eet ay 42 


ἢ 
a 
rr ἔν) 
σὶ 
. τ 
ri O 
FY 
Ο m 
" 4) 
‘x 
6) 
i fe 
41> a 
'ς 
[1 Ω 
Ω #4 
ad 
πο (1 
ὌΝ Oo 
“αἱ 
ent) 
σὺ 
γι ἢ 
oO « 
© ce 
α 
G4 ,O 
ο φ 
Ὁ αἱ 
ΩΦ 
αι 4 
Ο 
He 
Ix] 
sy ὦ 
42 
ide 
al 
e ὦ 
OO [θὲ 
co 
Ω f 
fe 
te) 
᾿ 
qd iy Py 
Fr. ὦ 
+ er] 
ep ec 
~ O 
τη 4 #4 
4 
QO fi α 
rr 4) 
42 [Ὁ 4 
fy O 
Η O 
ref 4 
n Η 
moO ᾳἱ 
α Ft Pu 


ry 
4] 
> 
Δι κἊ 
τὶ δα 
to ἢ 
“el a) ΕΔ 
fy .f a) 
O42 Sy 
4 
tf cf 
© - 1) 
“" τ: 
42 ἢ Ὧι 
O 
ra 3 δ 
r f 
αἱ © mm 
rH O 
Ὡ W) 
ay 4 
εἴ! αἱ * 
Ω 13 
a a. 
Py fz ΠΡ 
Ω 
φ Εἰ ff 
a aes, 
"τ 
rt +d) 0M 
a 4 
if 
pos 
+ 3 ὃ 
αἰ r¢ 
ὦ ἷχ 
δ Ω 
a τ δὰ 
4 ct ‘x 
ὦ ὃ 
ri o 
) 
went 4? 
rt fap 
Aa Oo x 
ydq ao 
es ὦ, Ὁ 
3 
T 
Ἐ 
_— 
© 
FQ 


